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individual lives the Jewish kind of monotheism, but
two things would be completely lost: the present
contribution of the Jews to religion, and the force,
influence, and inspiration of their history. The first
is obvious; the second is no less certain. Christianity
itself would, I feel, suffer a loss. The present spiritual
influence of the Bible and of the history it narrates
depends on the existence of the Jews. If the Jews were
dead, the book they produced and their past history
would now have had an antiquarian interest, but not
a living power. Because the Jews still live, their litera-
ture and history have a living power. The Nazis have
realized this truth; so, in their hostility to religion,
they are trying to destroy both the Bible and the Jews.
Because of the significance in the collective existence
of the Jews, they have the duty to maintain it not
only for their own sakes, but for the sake of the
nations to which they belong. Not only Jews
individually have, as citizens, rights and duties, but
also Jews collectively, as a religious community, have
rights and duties* The rights are not fulfilled in the
rights of individuals, nor are the duties satisfied by
the deeds and achievements of individuals* The
rights are included in the right to co-operate col-
lectively in the religious life of the nation, the duties
are in the duty to contribute to the nation's life the
spiritual power of Judaism.